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The Educational Heritage of Early Madern Japan

Tha Educational Herdags of Early Modarm Jopan ks the Brst narrative to ba recognized by the Agenoy for Cultural &ffairs as Japan
Herijags. 115 story b fold through sducational horitags sites active In earty modern Japon in four jocations: Mifo Gty Fharakl
Prafactre: Ashipga City. Tochigi Prefecture; Bizen City, Okay'sma Prafacivre; and Hita City. Oia Prodeciurs.

Follpwirg the prodraciod paricd of ciell s an tha Songoku parkod, 1ha aperly Mol paripd wisd o time of Doacd inJdnpan LS wioan
promalgated, preanizations eslablishad, and the iImportanca ol wrillan focumants grow. A5 a rasun, peopie from of girata of spoafy
warrs romlred 1o possess high dagrees ol Beracy and Enowladee. and Jeneness bagan o seek sducation in wide-ranging fhiss.

Iy B2 Hg of SUCh scCipial tTrands. statasmen angd imhabaciupls 2ol ahout as1anlishing saats ol baening; e, Fubimns could Imrsrse
thamsabwag in evarvihing from alementary edication to sophsticated nstruction in the: languags, history, and cutture of Japan. China,
and tha \Wesl, Thesa seals o Baming form the Fagrt of (k8 aducationgl herfaps of aafy modarm Japan——ard s narmaliese conpigls
of 1hase cullural praperias mest represenalive of this hevitage.

Educatingl Harmage of Early Modarn Japan sites natiomyite Rave welcomead kargs rumboers of atudens of all apae, fegm all ranks ol
ancily, and iram various regons erogs the country, They enabled siudents 1o acowre Knowladgs and culturd n many tiiarant
areas, ord halpsed literacy permasls &8 clagset of Japaness Sooialy, indaad, e Rilarscy rale in Japan a1 thal tme e gaill 10 hees
e among e hignast in e world, The edecational mstiuliens alse halped ammpblish rorms of slicusiie. Foreligners who yisded
JELET Bround Ehid lirss ware slfushs in their prases nod anly of aducasanal S1endardy in the country bull ged af ha mannarg of 1he
Japanage, By producing skillsd ageders snd human rascurses who would 20 on 1o pEy an aolive nola in sociely, thesa aducationa
irstiutions conbaulsd Btk bo e groetth snd 1o e slabilizaticn of scciaty in agsly modarn JapioAs tha thirs Ior knpaisdgs grew
SNGrE JSApahets, o Braber numbers of educa ionad NSUIGGnS Wwire incorporaled. FEedng 10 O irlyius Gircks of lesrning
Educalional haritags wat 4 colalyst fof tha modarmzration of Japan afted tha Weld Resieralicn, Indesd, he spirt ol learming
anfenderéd al hese odetaionsl insMuions. and the importancss 1y olaced on sligwsiia. Relped shaoe e sationg charactsr of
ordssnt-day Japansts,
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About Jopan Heritege

Craalad by 1he Agancy for Cultural Alfgirs. Japan
Heritagn comprises & saries of narratives abaout
Japan s culbefe ard traditicns. fold throwgh tha
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Froem gha start of 1he Edo perlod, larmng Hourished In Mite Tokugawa
Mitsuksinl, 1he secand iord of Mo Domain, and Toxugawa Haorinkl, tha
minih ord of WMito Domaln, waarg parficutariy cogrdzant of tha need for
education. Mitsukuni ordored the compiation of Dl Mdass), o hisgory of
Japar, and established tha Shokokan for this purpose, Marlakd acvocaied
tho developmond of talented parsonnnl as part of the gouarnmantosl
riazfarms of Mo Domakn; basad on thao concepd of “ecks maki” (it “jengion
and relnchtion’), he bullt Kodakan Kodokan schooll, the largest doman
schood in marty modern Japan, as o place for sfudy, and the Kairakyuen
ardan a5 o place for ralasation

This enthuslasm for lparning spraad both 1o lands immediately
surrounding Mito Cestle and fo the sublrbse Misshin Juku (Misshin Jik
aoadamyl, fha locgast privats academy in the north Kanio region, was
nestablishod in Marussea Village, on the cutskirts of Mita
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Fodpkan and Mito Shokokan were siuatead withdn The groonds of Mite
Gastin. The casthe’ 5 Yakulmon gate survlves 1o thes day, while the main
Siaman gaie and Ningmarg sumiyagurs, cne of s walohiovera, have
| racantly hisan restaored. Tha goea i85 alao bhoma o Giko sartan no che, ihe
mirthipdace ol Tokugaws Melsukund, amnd nomearcus othes higtorical #ites
ponnechod 10 the sducataana hesiiage of the iy
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Educafionol Heritoge Sites in Ashikoga City
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B HE Ashkags Gakko
SRR P WA 18T ) dshikagn Gokko (Ashikaga acaodemy| is 1he oldest exiant soadany in
Japan. The exact vear of the academy’ & estabiishment 5 unknown
howsved, I was revitalized in 1he 15 coniury when Uesug MNorizane
Kt kavwa | Shogun' s depaty) lar the Maromachi shogunaie, codifiod the
acadomry’ s regutations and donpied Chinesa texts. Durng the Warring
Siaten paricd of the 16th contury, Frangls Xadar, o Josult missionary
wriote of Ashikags Gakkoo “this academy in the Bardo [present-day
Kanta) region s b lergest incdapan and s most femogs” The aoacdemy
offored Instructicon in divnrse subjects, from Confuclaniam o disination,
military soince, and modicing
In §her Edo porkad, Ashikaga Gakko was protecied by ihe shopunate for
s woalih of valuable Chinese texts The spirll of apen learning ang
salfinsiruction cultivarded at Ashikaga Gakks sorved as an oxamalar for
sducatiorial Inssiutions sarty maoderm Janen
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Banna-ji Tempbs skancss rinxd b AShikags Gakko. I inibaly houissd a residenca
for tha Ashicaga clan. and afieewand prospered af (hair clan lampla. Tha main
gl hak bean designalad o Mational Treasura; the Former residenco of the
AshEaga clan, whikch B within the temple pracincis has bean degignatad &
Matiorsal Histocs 5830 Tagether, Banra-j Tesols ond Asfrlaga Gakko prosens a
Eictiard o Morsy [P0 Afed wWiolnd ansn lodkad in the Wadis Agns The 16mode & 8
cuftural et &nd symbol of Azshbags, and is wel worth visiting
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